Bruzaud Associates implemented at Potamkin Chevrolet in Philidelphia in 1986. | was head
developer and designed the network. This was if not the very first commercial Fiber Local
Area Network ever implemented it was in the first 5.
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LAN offers
fiber optics

From page 35

The optical-fiber-based LAN can
use the same software as the original
10-NET, he added. Both LANs run at
1M to 2M bit/sec. and support Micro-
soft Corp.’s MS-DOS 3.1 and 3.2 ap-
plications.

One of the first implementations
of the optical-fiber products occurred
at Potamkin Chevrolet in Philadel-
phia. The company chose the medium
partly for its ability to carry signals
over distance without the need of a
repeater.

Potamkin used optical fiber to link
three buildings; the farthest of these
was 1,300 feet away from the main

building, he said.

Another early installer of the
product was Bruzaud Associates, a
Lake Hopatcong, N.J., consulting
firm that speciali in bling
systems for car dealerships. Bruzaud
used Fox's optical fiber-based 10-
NET to network six IBM Personal
Computer workstations and a PC XT
server running a vertical market data
base.

Fighting failures

Fiber was the best choice to com-
bat recurring equipment failures be-
cause of seasonal lightning storms,
said company President Lyn Bru-
zaud, “You can't have repeaters
blowing up every summer because of
lightning storms. The fiber-optic ca-
ble was more expensive but should
prevent that,

“The only risk appears tobe if a fi-

ber-optic cable soaks in water,” Bru-
zaud added. “It could steam up like
glasses in a shower."

The Fiber-Optic Repeater is avail-
able now for $7985. Both the Fiber-
Optic Board, priced at $985, and 10-
Net Fiber-Optic Hub, at $1,995, will
be available early next year, Schulz
said.

Gateway products

Fox Research’s new gateway prod-
uets include the 10-Gate Systems
Network Architecture (SNA) Turbo
Gateway and 10-Gate SNA Binary
Synchronous Communications (BSC)
Turbo Gateway, priced at $1,895
each. Each consists of the 10-SNA
Stand-Alone and 10-BSC Stand-
Alone.

The 10-SNA Turbo and 10-BSC
Turbo gateways both cost $1,085.
The 10-Community Automatic Ex-

change direct connection costs §705.

Although 10-Net LANs previously
had gateway capabilities, the new
boards are intelligent, with a built-in
6800 microprovessor and 56K bytes
of memory, Schulz said.

Upgrade discounts

Fox will offer upgrade discounts
on an individual basis to existing cus-
tomers.

All gateways are to IBM and com-
patible hosts, but Schulz said Fox ex-
pects to add gateways to Digital
Equipment Corp., and possibly NCR
Corp. and other environments, as
well as explore ways to accommodate
Apple Computer, Inc. Macintosh sys-
tems on the 10-Net.

The new gateway technology is
provided through a new OEM agree-
ment with Information Technologies
Inc. in Scottsdale, Ariz.

' SNA integration

promised by IBM
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